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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 


we 


Fellow Citizens of the Legislative Assembly: 


Ib responding to your call, it affords me much satisfaction to commu- 
nicate stich information as I am in posséssion of, relative’to the general 
condition of the country, and to make such suggestions as it is believed 
will be most conducive to the peace, happiness and welfare of this inter- 
esting Territory and its citizens 

‘There is no one duty incumbent upon me to perform, that I approach 
with greater diffidence in my own capacity, than that of laying before the 
- Legislative Assembly such subjects as require legislative action. 

Since first coming to your Territory, I have endeavored by every 
means within my reach to gain a knowledge of the condition of our citi- 
zens and their various wants. 

My recent arrival in the Territory, and my limited knowledge con- 
sequent thereto, of its true condition, will, I fear, render it difficult for me 
to discharge this duty in a manner creditable to myself, or profitable to 
you. I trust, however, that your superior knowledge of the requirements 
of this people, will fally compensate for my own deficiency, and I can only 
say that I wil bring into requisition all my energies for the promotion of 
the common good. ` ` 

Having been chosen by your several constituencies to legislate for 
them and their welfare, it is reasonable to expect that each member will 
watch over the local interests of his own constituents,’ but at the same 
time, it is to be hoped that you will not lose sight of the general good: of 
the whole. - =>> 
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In a community like ours, it can seldom happen that the interests of 
any one locality will be foundin antagonism with the common welfare of all. 

The prospects for the general prosperity of the country may not at 
present be encouraging. Business may languish amongst you, and it may 
be that some discontent prevails, and that a feeling of insecurity and un- 
certainty about the future is felt ; but it is believed these discouragements 
will be temporary and removable by proper exertions. It.is said that 
“the darkest hour is just before day,” and although this Territory may 
now be at its lowest. point of depression, yet, if Congress will but pay-the 
war debt as allowed by the commissioners, I feel assured that Providence 
has a brilliant future in store for her, if she be faithful to her.own interests. 

My attention has been called to our Indian relations, both foreign 
and domestic, and particularly to the frequent incursions of the Northern 
Indians upon the defenseless settlements in the northern portion of the 
Territory lying west of the Cascade mountains. I have urged upon the 
President of the United States and the Departments, the importance and- 
necessity of sending two small but fleet war steamers to these northern 
waters : one to cruise upon Puget Sound and Admiralty Inlet, and the 
other in the waters adjacent to the 49th parallel; to the end that the 
lives and property of our people in that quarter, may receive that protec- 
tion against the hordes of savages inhabiting the British and Russian pos- 
sessions, to which they are justly entitled. 

I feel satisfied from my own personal observation, as well as from in- 
formation received from the most reliable sources, that two war steamers, 
with a force of one hundred men each, would afford more ample protec- 
dion to the settlements upon Puget Sound, than a thousand United States 
troops, stationed as they now are, remote from each other, without the 
means of giving pursuit to the enemy upon the water, and who can in fact, 
do but little more than protect themselves. 

l I have likewise communicated to the authorities at Washington, the 
circumstances connected with the murder of Col. Isaac N. Ebey, late 
Collector of Customs for the District of Puget Sound, by the Northern 
Indians, , and would suggest, that you ask by memorial of the proper gu- 
thorities, that such instructions be given to officers. commanding United 
States steamers cruising on these waters, as will lead to the arrest of these 
murderers, even if it should be necessary to pursue them into their own 
country. 

The grounds of complaint urged by our own Indians against the goy- 
ernment, relative to the non-confirmation of treaties and the failure to pay 
them for their lands, has been fully dwelt upon in my communications. 

I have also recommended that one or two of ‘the principal chiefs of 
each of the tribes in this Territory, be invited to. visit the City of Wash- 
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ington, in charge of a trusty and Competent agent, -and to be returned to 
their homes by the overland route. . 1 am of opinion if this were done, it 
would accomplish more towards giving-them a proper idea of .the power 
and force of our government, than any other policy which conld be adop- 
ted with the same amount of money. oo : 

The joint commission for making the survey of, and marking the 
northern boundary line between the government of Great Britain and the 
United States, have been organized, and are making the necessary pre- 
paratious for prosecuting the work early the coming spring. 

It. becomes my duty to call the particular attention of the Legislative 
Assembly, to the fact, that our neighbors of Oregon, did, in framing a 
State Constitution, incorporate within their boundaries a large and fertile 
tract of courtr y belonging to the Territory of Washington, embraced in 
the: Walla Walla valley. A section of country, which, if I am correctly 
informed, is of excellent quality—admirably adapted to agriculture, and 
capable of sustaining a’ population of seventy-five or one hundred thous- 
and souls. 

* It would perhaps be unkind in me to say that I look upon this at- 
tempt thus to rob us of so valuable a portion of our ‘Territory, as a polit- 
ical; moral, and social outrage. I cannot, thercfore, urge too strongly 
upan you, the importance of-sending to Congress a legislative protest 
against this attempt made to take from Washington a portion of her do- 
main, and thus chauge the boundary between the two Territories, without 
even asking our consent. > 

- If our neighbors had waited tutil We had grown up-to political man- 
hood as they have, and then had proposed to us by legislative ne -ctiation, 
or otherwise to have obtained oar assent, it would have looked difk vently ; 
kut now, that.they are about to ask admission into the Union as a State, 
whilst we are yet in our infancy, with a white population of only obout seven 
thousand, it is believed that seeking to drag a portion of our ' Territor yin 
with them, would only jeopardize their own success’ 

.:Lam of opinion therefore, that when all the facts are presented to 
Congress, they will not hesitate to confine Oregon to her original bounda- 
ry line. - _ mos , : 

. I regard an accession to our population as‘of the first importance to 
the proper development of the various resources of the country. ‘T am of- 
opinion that as many advantages are offered here, to the farmer, mechan: 
ic, Jumberman and fisherman, ‘as:in any section of the Union. The high 
price of Jabor it'seems would be-an inducement to this’ class of. citizens, 
w rorthy, their attention. © |; r oyoo n F od 
ra Wit a view -thercfore to the encouragement of emigration, I would 
suggest for your: considera tion;. the propriety, ofurging: upoii Congr ess’the: 
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passage of-an act-donating to Anierican citizens who now are, or whoamay 
hereafter become actual séttlers in the Territory, one hundred and _ Sixty 
acres of land,‘ without the onerous restrictions’ attached to the” donation 
nct of 1850—requiting immediate settlement and coritinued: cultivation. 

The prosecution of the pubic surveys Have progressed steadily during 
the past year. -Phe amount surveyed afd under contract: for the year 
1857, has been of township and sub-divisional Tines, 1805 miles ; meridian 
and standard -parallel lites, 60 miles ; number of claims surveyed under 
the donation act, 165 ; estimated amber of miles to be surveyed in 1858; 
2060 miles.. `° Crea - Boos 


I would remind you of the fact, that the last Congress need 
thirty thousand dollars for the erection of the capitol of the Territory. It 
isa matter of inportancé that you give this subject your early attention, 
in order that the funds may Ke mode available, and the ae erected as 
soon as practicable. l ; 2% os 


Your attention i is called to the fact that there exists no fopislative 
enactment in this Territory by which appropriation is made for the pur- 
pose of paying rew ards for the apptehension“of fugitives from justice, A 
case in point occurred in September last. A prisoner, conyicted of. mur- 
der in Island county, escaped from, confinement at Fort Steilacoom. -~ On 
béing notified of ihé’fact by the commanding’ officer at that post, T offered 
a reward of three liundred dollars for his apprebénsion, He was arrested 
bn ‘hig way to the Columbia river, by two citizens of Cowlitz county— 
James McDonald and Lorenzo P. Smith,” and delivered again “into the 
custody of the officer’ dt Fort Steilacoom, and for which delivery, ‘these 
hen now ‘claim the reward. I have respectfully. to recommend, that, the 
proper action ‘be taken by the Legislature for their relief, 


The militia law needs ‘amendment, and I would call your ‘attention to 
the various. defects therein, and Suggest that it be so amended as to,allow 
the formation of volunteer companies. . By E 


. I haye tur ned. over to the Quarter ‘master General; W, W. Miller, al 
public, arms, belonging” to, the Territory, «and, that, officer is now having 
them cleaned and repaired, and, I, would recommend that an appropriation 
be made by the Legislature to meet this necessary expenditure. as 

E „I am much; Brptified , to find-the schopl system,of the Territory as 
well perfected ast, § seems to'be. I look upon’ the subject of education as 
one of paramount interest to every community, for, unless the public, mind 
be enlighted, no. pape can ever, Attain 'a Hevery high degree of prosperity 
and happiness. BS gg Et Fe, 8 ee. » 2 3 
* . Qur prond .pre-eminence amongst ‘the nations of the earth aoe’ not 
seach solely fromsthe fer tility of the soil, and our free form of government} 
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but the great leading power is the universality of education, and the large 
proportion of intelligent thinking minds among our people. 


< 
Information recently received from various sources to be.relied upon, ; 


go to show that the gold fields inythe vicinity of Fort Colville! and the 
country adjacent, are likely to prove quite remunerative to those whojare 
now working them. It is said that men engaged in the diggings are 
making from $6 to $16 per day, and I feel assured that with the proper 
machiner y and good management, .the mines in that region will become a 
source of great wealth and profit. 

` With regard to internal improvements, I need do but little more than 
call your attention to the fact, that the subject of a Railroad across the 
‘Continent, engrosses a large bare of the public attention throughout the 
natiop, and whilst other sections are straining every nerve to secure to 
themselves the advantages to be derived from its location, Washington 
‘Territory is making no effort in her own behalf, although it is believed 
that the route passing through her domain, from Puget Sound by way of 
Fort Benton, and thence to the head of Lake Superior, or the Mississippi, 
offer the shortest and most practicable line from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. 

To other portions of the confederacy, the location of this great na- 
tional highway will add prosperity and greatness ; to us, it i is the great 
fountain from which must flow all our future prosperity. 

From what I have seen of this most important of all the Territories, 
and from the most reliable information I can get of the great interior por- 
tion of it lying between the Cascade and Rocky mountains—the mildness 
of its climate—its arable and its grazing lands, stretching to its eastern 
boundary, I am brought to the conclusion that the northern route posses- 
ses as many, if not more natural advantages for a railroad than any other 
across the continent. 

This fact will be the more apparent when it is known that a distance 
of only some five hundred miles separate the navigable waters of the Col- 
umbia from those of the Missouri, thus affording a line of transportation 
for material and laborers in the construction of the road, far into the in- 
terior from both the Pacific and Atlantic slopes. 

When it is remembered that the northern route has the great ad- 
vantage over any other both as to population and capital—that taking 
the equated distance, it is the shartest route by some two hundred miles— 
that the country through which it passes is well watered, and that along 
the line ig said to be a great sufficiency of material for its construetion— 
that its terminus on the Pacific is upon the waters of Puget Sound, one of 
the largest and most commodious harbors in the world—being the nearest 
to, and facing the oriental nations, and finally, that proceeding towards 
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the Atlantic, it strikes the Mississippi, the great -highway?to the southern 
States, and connects with the great water and railroad lines terminating 
on the’ Atlantic seaboard ; T cannot-but believe that this route | will be 
thought worthy of, and receive that: consideration at the hands of :Con- 
gress and ‘the American people, which its many ‘advantages entitle it to; 
Present indications go to show that most serious difficulties are likely 
to occir between. the government of the United States and the people of 
the Territory of Utah. ` Looking to this result, and also to the well known 
fact of the hostility of ‘all the Indian tribes in that quarter, it would seem 
that a more northern and less dangerous road might be established and 
protected by the government, for emigrants from the Atlantic States to 
the territories of Oregon and Washington, by the route over which Con- 
gress by'act approved March 3d, 1855, established a mail route from St. 
Anthony on the Mississippi river, to ‘Puget Sound ; and did, also, by-act 
approved February 6th, 1855, appropriate the sum of thirty thousand 
dollaré for the construction of a military road from the Great Falls of the 
Missouri to Walla Walla. : 4 


I am of opinion therefore, that in view of the fact that Congress did 
pass these acts as above recited, establishing a mail route on this northern 
line, and appropriating money, for the construction of a Military road, over 
a very important portion of it, they will, by proper meinorial of the Leg- 
islative Assembly, in behalf of the ieonlé of this Territory, certainly not 
fail to cause them to be carried out in the same spirit with which they ac- 
knowledge the necessity of their passage. 

In view of these facts, I have transmitted to the Secretary of 1 war a 
copy of “Joint Resolutions” of the Legislature, passed at the session of 
1855-6, “concerning the protection of settlers and emigrants between the- 
Mississippi valley and the Pacific Ocean,” &c., and to which I respectfully 
call your attention as worthy some further action during the present 
session. 

I cannot, fellow citizens, close this communication without congratu- 
lating you and the American people upon the election of the Hon, James 
Buchanan as President of the United States.. He has been most fortu- 
nate in selecting as his cabinet advisers, gentlemen of enlarged and liberal 
views, who are true to the Constitution and the Union, and who will con- 
tend as I believe, for the rights and equality of the States. Our able 

‘Post Master General has already done much for this, our remote Territo- 
ry, in giving us the benefit of a mail steamer on Puget Sound, by contract 
with Messrs, Hunt & Scranton, and at the same time, by the terms of 
said contract, we have the right to press their steamer, the “ Constitution,” 
into the war service of the country. He has also given us the benefit of a 
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mail service, -by;eqntract, with «the Pacific Mail ‘Stdianghip $ Gompnnty,.dis 
rect.from San Francisca +o,Olympia. ,- 

ad /-Irhavesthe ‘most; ‘Abiding, Sconfidence;that ; the Rresidentewill, gite us 
that aid—through the Naġy'and Wars Department,; whioh ‘our, people. go 
much réqnire, and. which-in- his» judgement,” may :be. zom atible vith „the 
puhlip. „intėrest,. 

TER cogeltson, I will ;say, to -youmy, countrymen, : „that if w We, wish to 
preserve * ‘this. “great, and g storjes] Enion-—-which has recently been shaken 
to its very, centre, and which: I.seriously fear.is; ‘still i in, ix imminent Sanger, tt it 
can „only b be: dotie by, adhering, strictly. to the Constitution—that j sacred i in; 
strument, which will he to Us, as a “élond by, day, ‘and, a pillow of of fire “by 
night. ” We , myst. aut, ‘the: Same, time 2 practice, a and, Carry} OF ‘ont the clear, and 
unmistakable dgctrine ; -of moi-intgrveution, a doctrine whiçh wili, and must 
be meintained ; $0: long: ‘as, We recognize, “the. doctrine of ` a „representative 
government. - 

. «df we will but do these things, I hape. and bélievë that God į in “tlie 
plentitude of hisemercy will céntinne to bestow upon, us, as he lias hitherto 
done, his rich and innumerable blessings. . 

That I may err in judgement, my Knowledge , of mysa? forbiils Mme to 
deny ; but, gentlemen, if’ T can haye., yoni co-operation, | and that of “the 
people of this Territory, T flatter myself that I shail be able G aldehange 
the duties devolving upon me, and to give to you a peacefal and ‘prosperous, 
administration. eka 

FAYETTE McMULLIN, 

December 19th, 1857 i : 


